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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to the Pierson Township 2021-2025 Parks & Recreation Plan! This plan reflects a vision for parks and 
recreation facilities for Pierson Township: their options, maintenance, and enhancements for the next five years.  
It serves as a guide for future facilities and programs by considering existing parks and programs in the                          
surrounding area and the anticipated demand for additional recreation facilities.  
 
The Township has recognized its role and the importance of planning with hopes of developing local park              
systems, public trails, promoting preservation of area natural resources and establishing a commitment to sense 
of community.  

 

The purpose of the plan is to provide recreation opportunities for the residents of Pierson through the acquisition,                 
development and maintenance of community parks.  While the plan focus is to provide Pierson Township with 
recreation opportunities, the creation and improvements of the areas limited park system will benefit the Village 
of Pierson, the school system, neighboring communities and guests. 

 
The Plan was created for potential recreation grant funding from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) and other agencies and foundations.  Pierson Township’s Plan was prepared in accordance with MDNR’s 
Guidelines for the Department of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans.  

Photo submitted by: Jennifer Arnold 
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Planning Process 

The 2021-2025 Pierson Township Parks & Recreation Plan was prepared by the Parks & Recreation Committee 
after the Township Board directed the update of the 2003-2008 Pierson Township Recreation Plan.  The lack           
of community or neighborhood parks in the Township played a large role in the development of the plan.                           
Recommendations described in the action plan reflect the needs and desires of the community for recreation          
facilities.  The plan process included tasks based on the recommendations of the DNR Guidelines for the                         
Development of Community Park and Recreation Plans.    
 
Throughout the process, all meetings were open to the public. Notices were posted in advance and where             
required, advertised in the local press, as provided by the Open Meetings Act.  The planning process began                  
with a survey to residents in 2018, however, full planning began in 2020.  
 
The Plan will act as the Pierson Township guide for community building as it relates to parks and recreation for 
the next five+ years and will be included in the Township Master Plan Update. 

The first task was to obtain a           
description of Pierson’s physical and social features.  These features include 
land use, community facilities, environmental and natural features, as well             
as population characteristics including age distribution, household size, and 
income.  This was done in conjunction with the Township Master Plan. The 
Community Profile can be found in Chapter 2.  
 

 The second task was to         
review the administrative structure of the Township and the Parks and                       
Recreation Committee. This analysis also includes a review of the current  
and projected recreation, budgets for the Township, as well as the grant              
history of funding received from the MDNR and other sources. 
 

The recreation 
inventory included site visits and written descriptions of recreation facilities 
in Pierson Township including public parks, schools, community facilities, 
and private facilities. The information included acreage, barrier-free                
accessibility, types of recreation activities, types of equipment, and other          
descriptions of the physical attributes of the area’s recreation facilities.  
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Pierson Township 
conducted a public survey, by mail in 2018, however, the Recreation Plan was 
not addressed until 2020.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions, a second survey, in 
place of a pubic hearing or workshop was made available to residents both 
online and completed at a community festival.  Being that Pierson Township has 
limited facilities or programs, the survey was designed to evaluate wants and 
desires for parks and recreation facilities and programs.  The surveys combined 
had 254 responses to digest and analyze, including the paper copies taken by 
participants in person.  Key results from the survey can be found in Chapter 5 
with full results in the Appendix.  
 

Based on the data collected from targets one through 
four, information was analyzed in accordance with national and state standards 
and guidelines, local needs, the experience of the township, the desires of the 
residents, and potential funding sources.  
 

Upon completion of the analysis, the draft goals 
and objectives were reviewed, and updated accordingly to provide a framework 
for the Action Plan.  This created the five-year plan and offers a checklist of 
what actions are desired to be accomplished, goals of when it should occur, and 
potential funding sources.  
 

Once consensus was 
reached among the Parks and Recreation Committee and Township officials, a 
public hearing was held on January 12, 2021 to present the plan and to solicit 
public input prior to adoption.  The Township Board then made resolution to 
adopt the 2021-2025 Pierson Township Parks and Recreation Plan.  See the    
appendix for adoption documentation and meeting minutes.  

 

 

 

 

Photo submitted by: Sara Burkholder 
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Research has shown 1 National Recreation and Parks Association website www.NRPA.org/Health.   
2 AARP.org/LivableParks https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/tool-kits-resources/info-2018/
livable-parks-guide.html?cmp=RDRCT-56faa419-20200401 

 
Pierson Township has recognized its role and the importance of local park systems, public trails, promoting 
preservation of area natural resources and establishing a commitment to sense of community. Township                 
officials and residents understand that parks, trails, community gardens, recreation and open space are              
important components of a vibrant and healthy community.   
 
The National Recreation and Parks Association indicates that people who use parks and open spaces are 3 times 

more likely to recommended. Seventy three percent of 
adults believe that trails, parks and open spaces are an essential art of the health care system. 1 

 

Quality parks and green spaces provide opportunities to for 
people of all ages.  In addition to protecting local resources, park and open spaces can increase property values 
and create economical growth in the area.  
 
Studies have shown children are spending less time outdoors and with limited outdoor play opportunities the 

lack of recreation opportunities, specifically in Pierson Township could 
2 

 
Taking that into consideration, Pierson Township has chosen to take an active leadership role in the delivery           

of recreational opportunities, and creating best management 
conservation practices by updating its Recreational Plan.   
 
Recreation Planning by Pierson Township is necessary to promote the development of recreational facilities to 

be able to provide opportunities for Pierson area residents with places to 

 
 
 

 

Importance of a Parks & Recreation System 
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Community Profile 

The Pierson Township Parks and Recreation Plan was created to determine the needs and opportunities that              

exist within the Township in consideration of how many people will use recreational amenities, what programs 

they will participate in, and what types of facilities they will need. By understanding the existing conditions and 

community trends, the Township can appropriately anticipate and plan for the future needs of the community. 

The Community Profile is a picture of the various physical and socioeconomic characteristics of Pierson              

Township. The plan was prepared for Township of Pierson, which encompasses the Village of Pierson residents. 

The Village and Township have open communications, however, the Village Council was not a participant in the 

recreation planning.  

Photo submitted by: Merry Beth Duffy 
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Regional Setting 

 

A bit of history of Pierson Township from “History of Montcalm County” written in 1916 by John Dasef.  The text 
is presented as originally written.  This maintains the flavor of the author’s writing style which, in itself, provides 
a glimpse of Township character at the turn of the century. 
 
“Pierson was the eleventh township formed in the county and is situated in the northwestern part, in that section 

which originally, when the county was first organized, consisted of townships 11 and 12 north, ranges 9 and 10 

west.  This territory later was divided and formed the townships of Reynolds, Winfield and Maple Valley, thus  

reducing Pierson to its present limits.   

Pierson was officially organized on February 17, 1857, but the original petition for the erection of this township 

has been misplaced and the names of the original signers cannot be given.  It is also noteworthy that there is no 

record made on the minutes of the board of supervisors for the erection of this township.  The last minutes for 

this board are dated on January 7, 1857, and the next meeting is dated October 11, 1858, thus skipping the              

meeting which organized this township.  As reduced to its present limits it is bounded on the north by Reynolds, 

on the east by Maple Valley, on the south by Kent County and on the west by Newaygo County.  It was named after 

the family name of Martin Pierson, as several members of that family were its first settlers.   

Pierson Township, Montcalm County 
Michigan 
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Physical Characteristics 

The following is a description of the physical characteristics of Pierson Township, including land use, natural     
features, and the transportation network. This information is important in understanding the potential for the 
type, location, and extent of future park and recreation improvements.  
 
Pierson Township is blessed with 14 inland lakes.  These lakes and creeks provide aesthetic and recreational      
opportunities while also functioning as a natural retention and ground water recharge basins. There are public 
access points on the 2 larger lakes (Big Whitefish Lake and Little Whitefish Lake) to provide opportunities for  
citizens without lake frontage to enjoy these water features.  These launch areas will need enhancements for        
accessible pedestrian entry points, and designated swimming areas.  

Photo submitted by: Sara Burkholder 
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Over half of the 36 square miles of Pierson Township land area is 
devoted to active agricultural use, idle or wooded lands.   

 
The predominant land use in Pierson Township is farmland or agricultural use. Pierson Township has also been 
historically a seasonal recreational lake community.  Pierson is located approximately thirty miles north of the 
Grand Rapids metropolitan area.  This relationship has contributed to the steady rate of growth (approximately 
30% per decade) the Township has experienced in the past thirty years.  Pierson is approximately 160 miles from 
Detroit, 190 miles from Chicago, 260 miles from Indianapolis and 30 miles to Grand Rapids.   

US-131 provides a convenient, direct route to Pierson Township with Big Whitefish Lake and Little Whitefish 
Lake just west of the Exit 114 interchange.  The lakes, the wooded areas, and the rolling terrain all account for the 
attractiveness of the area. 

Considering its geographic relationship to Grand Rapids and continued northern population growth, the             
Township must consider how it can best control the economic and social forces that emanate from Kent County 
and the associated impact on natural features and the quality of life that attract people there. The community is 
still predominately rural in character, even taking into account the several new residential subdivisions have been 
built and an increase in seasonal homes to year round residences.  

Photo submitted by: Dora Schroeder Photo submitted by: Sara Burkholder 
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Highway US-131 divides Pierson Township into distinct halves.  The Township’s west half is a diverse terrain of 
lakes, woodlands, wetlands and steep slopes.  The lake areas (Big Whitefish, Little Whitefish, Bass Lake, Sand Lake 
and other small lakes) are a result of glacial and fluvial deposition from the great ice age.  The land rises 40 to 60 
feet east and west of the lakes.  The Cannonsville Road interchange at elevation 977 is the highest point in the 
Township.  The lakes provide a variety of recreational uses and, where practicable, the shorelines have developed 
into permanent and seasonal residential dwellings. Lowlands adjacent to the lakes are poorly drained wetlands 
and unsuitable for traditional agriculture or any type of development. Following clearing by early settlers, some 
areas of poorer soils have reverted to scrub second growth timber.  
 
In contrast, the east portion of the Township is predominately farmland, the noticeable exception being the large 
wetland historically called Bear Swamp and the wetland areas near Long, Crooked, and Round Lakes. Overall, land 
east of US-131 is mostly level and suitable for agriculture.  A network of well defined county drains aids farming 
activity. 

Photo submitted by: Sara Burkholder 
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Pierson is a convenient 30 mile-drive north of the Grand Rapids Metropolitan area.  This factor has spurred           
housing development west of US-131 in the Township’s “lakes district”.  There has been an increasing desire to 
spread out from the metropolitan area and this has driven the development of new housing, especially in the         
picturesque western half of the Township.  
 
The Township has no public transportation or railways at this time, as the transportation system is oriented          
toward the automobile. The transportation linkage provided by US-131, proximity to the Grand Rapids/Kent 
County job market, and the lakes and waterfront property has no doubt contributed to Pierson’s growth rate.  
Pierson Township is the most easily accessed township (via US-131) in Montcalm County from the Grand Rapids 
area.  Therefore, people working in Kent County who prefer Pierson’s rural character can have both by utilizing 
the convenience provided by US-131.  

Photo submitted by: Sara Burkholder 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

In order to understand how park and recreation functions are conducted in the township, we must look at the  
administrative structure of the township.  
 
Pierson Township operates as a General Law Township under Michigan State Law.  The main governing body of 
the township is the board of trustees, which is an elected body representing the interests of the citizens.  The 
township board consists of the supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and two trustees.   
 
In addition to municipal management, the board of trustees oversees the financial administration of the township; 
develops coordinates and implements services; and strives to enhance the community to ensure a high quality of 
life for its residents.  The township also employs a Deputy Clerk, a Deputy Treasurer, an Assessor, a Sexton and 
Zoning Administrator.  
 
The township recognizes that the demand for public services will increase with growth and development, and 
that the establishment of committees would be beneficial to meeting the needs of the township.   
 
In 2017 the Township established the Parks and Recreation Committee.  The committee consists of one township 
board member and five township citizens who are appointed by the Township Board.  Committee members     
dedicate their time to the improvement of parks and recreation in Pierson Township.  The committee serves in   
an advisory capacity to the Board.  Their responsibilities include: the planning and development of future park 
facilities, and provide recommendations for programing of recreational activities that align with the township 
goals for parks.  
 
Public Act 156 of 1917 Section 1 (Local Government, Operate System of Public Recreation) authorizes cities,      
villages, counties, townships, and school districts may: 

1. Operate a system of public recreation and playgrounds;  
2. Acquire equipment and maintain land, buildings, or other recreational facilities;  
3. Employ a superintendent of recreation and assistants; and,  
4. Vote to expend funds for the operation of such a system.  

 
The Township does not employ parks and recreation staff, nor does the Township partner 
with any private organization for maintenance.  Montcalm County does not currently have 
any contribution or authority for any parks in Pierson Township.  
 
The Township contracts grounds services, trash and portable toilets.  Operation of park     
facilities will be the responsibility of the Township Supervisor until staff is required.  
 
Security for township parks will be provided by the Montcalm County 
Sherriff Department and the Michigan State Police.  
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The Township Board is the body that approves  the 
plan and will approve any future recreation-related 
expenditures.  The Parks & Recreation Committee will 
make recommendations to the Township Board that 
follow township’s recreational goals.  
 
The current Parks & Recreation fund balance as of        
January 1, 2021 is $110,463.08. 
 
Parks and Recreation activities are funded with general 
fund dollars; there is no separate park millage.  Any 
additional sources of income for parks and recreation 
come from private donations and recreational based 
grants.  The Township Board oversees budgeting and 
allocates the appropriate funding amount based on 
projected needs.   
 
The Township Board has budgeted $8,281.80 for parks 
and recreation from the General Fund for 2020-2021. 
Pierson Township has not received any grant funds to 
date.  

Fiscal Year Revenues Expenditures 

2020-2021 $384,370.00 $384,201.28 

2019-2020 $412,028.33 $402,867.08 

2018-2019 $403,042.09 $498,348.47 

2017-2018 $390,692.28 $376,744.89 

Table 1 - Township Budget Summary: 

Fiscal Year P&R Budget  

2020-2021 $8,281.80 

2019-2020 $18,455.75 

2018-2019 $35,580.49 

2017-2018 $18,847.61 

Table 2 - Township Budget Summary: 

January 1, 2021 Balance 

$110,463.08 

Table 3- Parks & Recreation Cash Fund: 
General Fund 2020-2021 Parks & Recreation Budget 

 2020-21 Amended 
Activity thru 

Jan 1, 2021 

Parks & Recreation 

Meeting Wages 
$1,200.00 $690.00 $270.00 

Supplies $100.00 $100.00 $0 

Contract Services       

Recreation/Cultural 
$5,800.00 $5,800.00 $4,263.00 

Mileage $100.00 $100.00 $0 

Social Security for 

Wages 
$91.80 $91.80 $20.68 

P&R Grounds            

Maintenance 
$1,500.00 $1,500.00 $690.54 

Conference/training 

costs 
$300.00 $0 $0 

The Township Board has made a commitment 
to helping grow the fund once the Recreational 

Plan  
is completed and views the action plan.   

 
Fundraising and community donations  

will be an immediate focus. 

Budgets & Finance 

Table 4 - Parks & Recreation Cash Fund: 
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RECREATION INVENTORY  

This chapter includes the townships inventory of area formal parks and recreation amenities and description 

of each location in the township and surrounding area.  The existing facilities and land devoted to such uses 

provides a backdrop for analysis and comparison to the MDNR standards to determine whether the township 

is excelling or where deficiencies could indicate room for improvement.  

Photo submitted by: Lisa Brandow 
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Developing a complete inventory of recreation facilities, programs and events is essential to lay the background            

to developing an action plan.  Understanding what is available will assist Pierson Township residents in                         

decision-making in the future.  As a side note, not all facilities listed in this chapter area available to the public,  

but are additional recreation opportunities for residents who chose to utilize such services.  The methods used         

to conduct this Recreation Inventory includes using information from the Townships past Parks and Recreation 

plan and personal site visits by current Parks & Recreation committee members, in October 2020. 

 

Inventory covers:  

 Public Parks (owned or managed by Pierson Township) 

 School Parks and Facilities 

 Local Parks & Facilities  

 Private Park Facilities 

 Community Recreation Programs  

 

Pierson Township has a few recreational opportunities.  To date Winslow Park Boat Launch is the only facility 

maintained by the township, it was given to the public and the township is caretaker.  Pierson Township does not 

currently own any other public recreation parks or sports facilities.  The following lists public facilities located 

within the township and identifies who owns and maintains the facilities. 

 

Introduction to Inventory 

Photo submitted by: Lisa Brandow 
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1 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Big                      
Whitefish               

Lake 

Little                   
Whitefish               

Lake 

Sand                
Lake 

Sealey            
Lake 

Bradley           
Lake 

Gould 
Lake 

Butternut            

Lake 

Blind         

Lake 

Lost         
Lake 

Waltman            
Lake 

2 

3 

Village 

Bass                 
Lake 

Wood               
Lake 

 

Pierson Township Map of Inventory 

1 Winslow Park (Big Whitefish Lake Access) 

2 DNR Boat Launch (Little Whitefish Lake) 

3 Tri County Area Schools 

4 Village of Pierson Park 

5 Village of Pierson Ballfields 

6 White Pine Trail 

7 Whitefish Golf Course (private) 

Montcalm County, MI 
Pierson Township 
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Pierson Township Facility 
Accessibility 

Rating 
 Barrier-Free Accessibility 

DNR Boat Launch (Little Whitefish Lake) 2  
Level 1 = None of the facilities/park 
areas meet accessibility guidelines 

Winslow Park (Big Whitefish Lake Access) 2  
Level 2 = Some of the facilities/park 
areas meet accessibility guidelines 

Tri County Area Schools  
high school 4,           
other areas 3 

 
Level 3 = Most of the facilities/park 
areas meet accessibility guidelines 

Village of Pierson Park 2  
Level 4 = Entire facilities/park areas 
meet accessibility guidelines 

Village of Pierson Ballfields 2  
Level 5 = Developed/renovated         
using ADA principals.  

White Pine Trail 2  

The passage of the American Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) requires all areas of public service, including parks 
and other recreation facilities, to have barrier-free accessibility. An evaluation of Pierson parks and recreation 
facilities has been conducted as part of the inventory. In accordance with the Michigan Department of Natural  
Resources (MDNR) standards, facilities were evaluated to determine if a person with any of the following criteria 
can safely and independently access and use the park or facility:  
 
 Has limited sight or is blind  
 Uses a wheelchair  
 Has a hearing impairment or is deaf  
 Uses a walking aid  
 Has a mental impairment  
 
A five-point evaluation system (below) was used to rank each facility’s accessibility. The system description                 
and the accessibility rankings can be found below.  This is to ensure that all projects will comply with Federal 
Standards. 
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Park Type Description Size & Surrounding 

Mini “M” specialized to the needs of a small or close          
neighborhood 

Residential, not more than a ¼ mile or 2,500 
square feet to an acre 

Neighborhood 
“N” 

recreational and social focus, multiple forms of 
recreation for active and relaxed activities 

Usually serving those within a half mile                
distance and off from the main roadway,            
between 5 and 10 acres in size. 

Community “C” Focus on encompassing the entire  community 
with a variety of activity levels, often preserving 
unique landscapes and open spaces 

Generally serving those within a three mile 
area, often 30 to 50 acres. 

School “S” Facilities located on public school property for 
athletic programs and play equipment, may be 
available to the public 

Determined by the school location, student age 
and size of the site. 

Special Use “SU” Broad range of facilities oriented to single-use Varies on area. 

Private Park/
Recreation         
Facilities :”P” 

Often privately-owned facilities that contribute 
to the public park & recreation system. 

Varies depending on area. Area examples 
would include golf course or bowling alley. 

Natural                     
Resource                       
Areas “NR” 

Land set aside for open space or preservation of 
natural resources 

Varies between areas, encompassing environ-
ments open to public uses for swimming and 
boating. 

Connector Trail 
“T” 

Multipurpose trails used for safe travel from       
many communities; equally for transportation as 
recreation 

Often located on an old railroad right of way; 
hard surfaced trails for pedestrians, bicyclists 
or skaters. 

Table 6 - Park and Open Space Classifications 
The Classification System for Local & Regional Recreational Open Space & Trails                                              

from the Michigan Department of  Natural Resources Grants Management Guidelines. 

Pierson                           
Township                               

Facility 

Type                
Descriptions 

below 
Acres 

Accessibility 
Rating 

Amenities 

DNR Boat Launch                                        
(Little Whitefish Lake) 

C 3.19  2 Restrooms, parking 

Winslow Park                                             
(Big Whitefish Lake Access) 

C .8  2 Parking, Port-a-potties 

Tri County Area Schools 
*during TC events only 

S 128.6  high school: 4 
remaining 

areas: 3 

Restrooms *, track, trails, 
ball fields, playground 
equipment, parking 

Village of Pierson Park 
C 2.56  2 Playground equipment, ball 

fields, basketball hoop 

Village of Pierson Ballfields C 18.75 2 Ball fields 

White Pine Trail T 6.3 2 Trails 

Table 5 - Township Parks & Recreation Resources  
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Winslow Park Boat Launch at                     

Big Whitefish Lake, Pierson 

 
Winslow Park “C” – This park was given to the people of Pierson and is maintained by Pierson Township. The  

facility is located on Whitefish Lake and is accessed from Lake Street. The 0.8 acre site has a combination of         

gravel and paved parking, trash receptacles, portable toilets, rules signage and a boat launch to access the lake.  

This area serves the township and entire county.  
 

The area is surrounded by woods in the back and residential areas on both sides.  While this is a nice lot to launch 

boats, it lacks amenities that a typical park would have. 

Parking area at Winslow Park Boat 

Launch, Big Whitefish Lake 
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DNR Little Whitefish Lake Access “C” – This lake access site is owned and maintained by the Michigan                      

Department of Natural Resources.  The facility is located on Little Whitefish Lake and is accessed from Lake 

Drive. The 3.19 acre site has a gravel parking area, rules signage and a boat launch, however, lacking in                     

amenities other than a restroom. The area is surrounded by woods and residential areas.  This area serves the 

township and entire county.  

DNR access at                 

Little Whitefish Lake, 

Pierson, MI 

Parking area at the DNR          

access at Little Whitefish Lake  
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White Pine Trail  “T”– This facility is owned and maintained by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 

The Fred Meijer White Pine Trail is Michigan’s longest rail/trail stretching a distance of 92 miles on the former 

Grand Rapids and Indiana rail bed. The trail reaches from the north end of Grand Rapids (Riverside Park) into the 

city of Cadillac. It can be accessed by every road running east and west through the Township.  This area of trails 

serves the township and entire county.  

 

Currently the portion of this trail that run’s through Pierson Township is unpaved which limits it’s uses to                

walking, mountain biking and snowmobile access in the winter.  It was suggested by the Friends of The White 

Pine Trail that the earliest it would be considered for paving would be no earlier than 2023. Recent inquires, 

however suggest it will take much effort on the Township of Pierson to begin the process of fundraising before 

paving would even be considered. 

Recreation Inventory photos submitted by: Sara Burkholder 

White Pine Trail looking south at Cannonsville Rd.  

White Pine Trail looking north at Cannonsville Rd.  
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Tri-County Area Schools “S”– This facility is owned and maintained by the Tri-County School District.  This area 

serves surrounding townships and villages in three counties. 
 

The facility has 128.65 acres of a variety of recreational opportunities including ball diamonds, a football/track 

stadium, basketball area and is located on Kendaville Rd.  The school district is in the development stages of an 

expansion to one central campus for all ages.  This will allow two playgrounds at the new elementary, and for the 

track to expand from 7 to 8 lanes.  The cross country trail was not included in the current bond scope, but there 

is a goal to rework the trail in the future.  The surrounding area is comprised of agriculture farms and residential 

areas. 
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Village of Pierson  
Park, basketball court and 
ball field 

 

Village of Pierson Park & Ball Fields “N”– These facilities are owned or leased and maintained by the Village of 

Pierson. The village park is 2.56 acres that can be accessed on Maple St, with street parking available.  The park 

includes playground equipment, a baseball field, a trash receptacle and a cement pad with 2 permanent basket-

ball hoops and 3 portable basketball hoops. The area most likely serves the village and township.  

 

There are 3 village baseball fields that are 18.75 acres and are located on the SE corner of Pierson Rd and Amy 

School Rd. Currently there is no parking area, however, a local business has suggested they would be willing to 

clear a portion of the adjoining lot (in Pierson Township) for a parking area.  This facility also has a permanent 

shed.  The areas surrounding both of these parks are residential.  
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Whitefish Golf Course “P”– A privately owned 18-hole golf course with a practice range, putting greens 

and a pro shop. Located on Bass Lake Rd.  It is open to the public and boasts a large restaurant with 

banquet facilities for private parties and catering available. The golf course serves the entire county. 

Whitefish Lake Golf & Grill, Pierson Township 

Photo submitted by: Sara Burkholder 

Photos from Whitefish Lake Golf & Grill Facebook page 
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Pierson Township does not currently sponsor any recreation programs or activities. Township residents                 

participate in programs and activities through sports groups who utilize their own facilities or must travel      

outside the township.   

 

A number of other recreation providers and organizations exist in the township, as well that offer programming 

through their privately owned facilities.  It should be noted that participants in these recreation programs are 

not limited to Pierson residents.  Moreover, anyone who resides generally within the Tri County School District 

can participate.  AYSO organization offers soccer and USA organization offers football and cheer programs. The 

area Little League offers t-ball and softball.   

 

Local programs are offered to Pierson and Reynolds Townships including those in the Villages of Howard City, 

Sand Lake and Pierson residents.  Sign up is headed through school affiliations, but all children are able to attend.  

Reynolds Township, which is a neighboring township has a Seniors Center offering programs for seniors.  These 

organizations indicates that the area facilities have a demand that exceeds what they can offer with the current 

facilities.   

 

 

 

 

Photos submitted by Tri-County Little League 
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The Community & Economic Growth Committee utilized the future growth township cemetery property to create 
a walking maze for the Community.  This land abuts the parking area of the Township Hall where the Farmers 
Market meets during the summer months. This will fall under the guidance of the Parks and Recreation                     
Committee, with the Community & Economic Growth Committee as a resource for future programing. The             
community support and enjoyment of this simple land use, suggests a low cost option for development for the 
land being used for the Community Garden to create a trail park space.  

 
The Community Garden created in 2020 will be a multi-
phase project to develop the garden area. A goal will be to 
create a portion of raised beds for barrier-free access for 
use by residents of multiple physical abilities.  Planting 
fruit trees and plants to area of the property will also allow 
for natural pollinations. There is discussion of acquiring 
additional property adjoining for further growth of the 
maze into a walking trail that will also be  beneficial to    
visitors off the highway exit of US 131.  
 

 

The Community & Economic Growth Committee has a farmers market in the spring summer months that allows 
the area residents a place to set up booths and sell their produce and artisan crafts. The township approved the 
Farmers Market in 2019 and it completed its first full season in 2020.  The location of the Pierson Township Hall 
is a central location for all residents, including those that utilize 
the lakes for weekend summer fun.  The community response has 
been very positive.  
 

Photo of National Honor Society Student              
Volunteers weeding the Community Garden           
 

Photos submitted by: Sara Burkholder 
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Strategy 

Community participation brings life to the Parks and Recreation Plan, therefore, the following pages detail the 

public input process and feedback.  This information created the goals and objectives.  The first survey was by 

mail and the second survey was shared with social media and at a community event.   

 

It is important to note the 2021-2025 Parks and Recreation Plan is an update of the 2003-2008 plan.  The earlier 

plan was done by an outside agency, and was lacking in vision for township recreation.  The feedback from the 

Community & Economic Growth initiatives solidifies the community's desires to move forward with community 

recreation.   

Photo submitted by: Sara Burkholder 
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In order to understand the preferred future of the parks and recreation system, the Township engaged the public 
by organizing a questioner that was mailed out to every homeowner in the township.  The plan in 2020 was to 
complete a community workshop, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic that was not possible.  
 
Instead, during an outdoor fall festival, a second survey was prepared and presented to the township families for 
discussion and completion. A table was set up, and a member walked throughout the festival and communicated 
with community members about what the committee was hoping to accomplish with future parks.  The second 
survey (to right) was completed, which was more detailed than the mailed survey.  The survey was also emailed 
to the Big & Little Whitefish Associations for additional outreach in the community. 
 
The first 240 responses received, which included emails to the township clerk giving extra input with regard to 
the township needs.  In the 18 -25 age group, there was only response; the 26 to 30 age group there were 7              
responses; in the 31 -40 age group there were 16 responses; in the 41 to 50 age group there were 37; the 51-60 
age group there were 67 response and the 61-70 age group there were 47 responses; and the 70 + there were 35 
responses.  
 
The first question was with regards to satisfaction of the current recreational opportunities in the township.   
Seventeen percent were satisfied; 28 percent were dissatisfied; 35 percent were neither and 18 percent were  
unsure.  
 
The second question had to do with how 
often residents would use a park if           
available.  Of those surveyed; 16 percent 
said never; 26 percent said once a week; 
14 percent said 2 to 4 times a week and  
44 percent said they did not know how 
many times a week they would use it.   
 
The third question asked was which               
outdoor activity would be used in the park 
most often.  Walking/bike park was 29 
percent; swimming was 15 percent; park/
picnic was 21 percent; grill area was 12 
percent and playgrounds was 24 percent.   
 
After reviewing the surveys, it was           
concluded that a park with walking/biking 
and playgrounds would need to be a       
priority for the community. 
 
The second questioner had 44 responses.  
The input during the festival was a               
majority of the families in the community.   
 
With the earlier mailed out surveys, the 
majority of the participants were the older 
community members.  Both sources             
confirmed that walking trails, picnic areas, 
children’s play equipment are a priority 
for the community, as well as sports 
courts.  The surveys can be found in the 
addendum of this report.  

Fall 2020 Survey 
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Survey Data 

The second survey results indicate daily and 

weekly use is limited, likely due to need to travel 

outside the township.  

Parks & Recreation member at the Pierson Township 

Fall Festival with carnival game and survey. 2020 

brought the COVID-19 pandemic with shutdowns for 

safety, so the timing for a larger scale workshop or                

luncheon was not able to be planned.  There was a lift of 

restrictive gatherings in October 2020, which lined up 

with a Fall Festival planned by the Community &                 

Economic Growth Committee for area families.   

A “carnival booth” was set up and members of the  

Parks & Recreation Committee offered the second               

survey along with a lead into the questioner. Additional 

surveys were obtained after social media and township 

advertising. 

Photo submitted by: Sara Burkholder 
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From the survey results, the walking/trail is a high priority for Pierson Township, for which being paved 

would make this a more accessible and usable resource.  Additionally, it is apparent there are limited        

opportunity for recreation for youth.  

The public has strongly indicated it would be utilized for health and wellness opportunities.  
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Question 4: Would you/your children participate in 
township events or programs.
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Question 5: Top 5 Priorities

It is likely that events and programs would be used, and likely increased as are available.  

In conclusion, there is a desire for basic amenities and recreation opportunities in Pierson Township.  
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Pierson Township Recreation Committee has developed the following goals and objectives. The goals are                   

long-range in nature and intended to be broad in scope and flexible enough to accommodate future  change.  

The objectives are short-range in nature and intended to direct specific program and development decisions to be 

made in the next five years. Goals and objectives are meant to guide the intent of the actions to be taken, but             

flexible enough to reflect changing attitudes and opportunities as may present  themselves.  Passage of time and 

attitude changes can impact specific options. A degree of flexibility is essential for Pierson Township to be                 

responsible to its citizens. 

Goals & Objectives 

Photos submitted by: Lisa Brandow 
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Demographics 

The demographic makeup of the community helps determine the quality and quantity of parks and recreation 
facilities and programs necessary to serve Pierson Township residents.  According to the 2010 Census, Pierson 
Township has a population of 3,216. The data presented comes from 2000 US Census Bureau Demographic        
Profile and Census Reporter.  The data available may not reflect the growth that has been seen in the area.  Eager 
to see how the 2020 Census will reflect the current data. 
 

 
Trends in the number of people residing in a community are an important indicator for parks and recreation 
planning. Growing communities have different park and recreation needs than communities with stable or      
declining populations.  
 
Table, 7 shows the relative populations of Pierson Township and nearby communities. Pierson Township, while 
having excellent on/off access to US 131, is lagging in growth. Park & Recreation opportunities would allow 
Pierson Township to compete with neighboring townships. 

TABLE 7 
Population Comparison – Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
Source: US Census, 2010 

Community 1990 2000 2010 
Rate of 

Growth 
County 

Pierson Township 2177 2866 3216 12.2% Montcalm 

Reynolds Township 3028 4279 5310 24% Montcalm 

Maple Valley Township 1824 2083 1944 -.7% Montcalm 

Kent County Communities            

Nelson Township 3648 4662 5974 28.1% Kent 

Solon Township 3406 4192 4764 13.6% Kent 

 
Households are defined as a person or group of people occupying a housing unit. As table 8 indicates there has 
been a slight but steady increase in Pierson Township and this is also reflected in the population levels. The 
rate of population and households increasing in tandem suggests the that the community is stable and could 
result in favorable community involvement in participation in parks and recreation activities.  

 Pierson Township 1990 2000 2010 

Household 1,131 1,342 1,574 

TABLE 8 
Population Comparison – Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
Source: US Census, 2010 
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TABLE 10 
Median Household Income Comparison – Data Source: 2018 Census Reporter.org 

Community 
Under 

$50,000 
50,000-
100,000 

100,000-
200,000 

Over 
200,000 

Pierson Township 43% 41% 15% 1% 

Community 0-9 yrs 10-19 20-29 30-49 50-64 65-over 

Pierson Township 472 464 311 927 439 253 

Reynolds Township 730 700 496 1344 618 391 

Maple Valley Township 295 369 242 593 322 262 

TABLE 9 
Median Age Comparison – Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2000 Demographic Profile 

Community 0-18 21 + 65+ Median Age 

Pierson 30.4% 66.2% 8.8% 34.7 

Reynolds 31% 65.7% 9.1% 33.2 

Maple Valley 29% 67.4% 12.6% 35.7 

 
Understanding the age distribution of the Township is essential in planning for future recreation needs. As we 
pass through various stages of life, our recreational requirements change resulting in the need for different          
facilities and programs. Table 9 reflects the age comparisons as of the 2000 Census.  

 
Understanding the income distribution in Pierson Township is vital to parks and recreation planning because        
of the need to consider how residents will afford various amenities. Table 10 reflects 84% of Pierson residents              
are under $100,000 and just under half of the residential income is under $50,000, the need for affordable and        
accessible recreation and programing is apparent.   
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 Create and maintain a high quality of parks. 
 Develop additional park land to meet National Recreation & Park                         

Association guidelines. 
 Participate in development of athletic-related facilities (baseball, soft-

ball and soccer). 
 Provide parks at various locations to assure accessibility to all areas of  

the Township. 
 Broaden the variety of recreational activities available to township                   

residents. 
 Plan park areas that will offer passive, as well as active opportunities. 
 Plan park areas around Pierson Township Natural Resources. 

Long-Term Actions: 
 Encourage and maintain playgrounds at prospective facilities. 

 Improve children’s play areas at existing parks to provide 
safe, barrier free,                                                                                           

interesting and challenging areas and encourage adult               
supervision. 

 Provide areas for family-orientated activities such as                
picnicking. 

 Encourage the Township to acquire land in future areas for 
parks. 

 Acquire land to develop a Community Sports and Recreational 
Complex. 

 Provide playgrounds that are consistent with Na-
tional Standards. 

 Provide playgrounds that conform to Michigan’s 
“Playground Equipment Safety Act”. 

Long-Term Actions: 
Develop and implement a           

program for state-of-the-art           
improvements to play areas. 

Short-Term Actions: 
Acquire land to develop a neighborhood 
park 

Short-Term Actions: 
Develop a playground and picnic area adjoining the 
Pierson Ball Diamond at Amy School & Pierson Roads. 
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Seek the support and assistance               
of the Pierson Township Planning             
Commission for the Master Plan to 
ensure the future availability of         
parks and recreation facilities              
n the Township. 

Long-Term Actions: 
Support the efforts of the                

Tri-County Schools and the 
Friends of the White Pine Trails in 

developing area-wide and regional 
plans for playgrounds, parks, open 

space and bike trails. 

Develop parking areas within future 
parks property to eliminate the need 
to park in adjacent residential areas. 

Long-Term Actions: 
Acquire sufficient acreage    

for future parks to have            
adequate parking                            

for the facilities. 

Short-Term Goals: 
Work with the Friends of the White Pine Trails for paving existing 
trails and connection and purchase of land for other trails throughout 
the Township. Communicate all recreation needs between schools 
and the community. 

 
Short-Term Actions: 
Create adequate parking for all future and existing developments. 
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Pursue and utilize various private, 
local, state, federal and other funding                
assistance opportunities to the maxi-
mum extent  possible. 

Long-Term Actions: 
Capital Improvement commitment 

in addition to grant opportunities 
from the Township to grow and 

maintain a parks  & recreation   
facilities and programing.  

Short-Term Goals: 
Submit appropriate grant applications for Park Facilities and Trails 
that are consistent with the plan. 

Short-Term Actions: 
Work with Lake Associations to preserve wetland areas and            
develop nature trails. 

Identify and preserve wetland areas 
and implement water quality programs. 

Long-Term Actions: 
Continue to cooperate with 

area lake associations          
for improvement of water 

quality programs. 
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The Pierson Township Park and Recreation Plan serves as a template for future projects as a flexible               
document used to support the goals and objectives for the development and growth of improvements and            
programs over the course of five years.   
 
The goal being to develop facilities and programs for active and passive recreation, competitive sports, for           
children, adolescents and seniors, including picnic and gathering areas and natural landscapes.  
  
Continuing to develop and involve the Parks and Recreation Committee as an advisory to the Township Board  
in making parks and recreation decisions. As the Township expands the park and recreation system, it is                 
important that the governing body aids in overseeing park designs, establishing rules for facilities, acquiring 
park land, seeking funding and ensuring proper maintenance. 
  
 

Planning for change 

Photo submitted by: Tom Freyer 
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The Pierson Township Park and Recreation Committee has prepared the Action Plan based on expertise of             
residents and area leaders, and the goals and objectives listed in the previous section. The Action Plan focuses on 
reducing deficiencies, with the goal of acquisition of  land for recreation use within the next five years.  This time 
period will not be sufficient to accomplish all the goals and objectives, but will begin to prioritize that may be 
achievable or workable for the initial five years. 
 

Pierson Township own a piece of land behind the Township Hall that the Township Board approved to begin use 
as a Community Garden.  There is a possible opportunity to acquire additional land adjoining this space in order 
to develop a walking trail, and possibly play equipment or siting areas for garden guests and those who utilize the 
proximity to the highway  for walking people or dogs.   
 
Development of this area would also encourage the use of the Township hall for community activities and the 
Farmers Market.  Should funds become available  benches or picnic tables could easily become a short term goal 

reality and be developed in multiple phases to encourage     
community involvement and environmentally friendly growing 
processes.  The Pierson Township Community & Economic 
Growth Committee is using this area to begin to develop      
community relations, as it is currently the only space available 
owned by the township other than the Winslow Park Boat 
Launch.  

 

A local business owns a parcel of land in Pierson Township is 67 acres and would be an option for sports fields, 
play equipment pavilion and picnic area.  This parcel is in close proximity to the White Pine Trail System and 
would allow easy access with safe parking opportunities, as well.  
 

Once land has been acquired there would be further opportunities for a community workshop to develop plans 
that would encompass the needs of the community.  
 

The Action Program does not supplant the goals and objectives, but should be used in conjunction with them.  
Many of the goals and objectives presented may be long-term in nature, where the Action Program is more short-
term in nature.  However, recreation planning should be viewed as flexible;  and the timing of new projects may, 
in part, be influenced by the ability of land; funding resources; and cooperation of private property owners.        

Action Plan 
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The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has clearly established guidelines to provide barrier-free                               
accessibility at all public facilities. As Pierson parks and facilities are developed or improved a high priority 
will be placed on barrier-free accessibility by providing proper surfaces for wheelchairs, accessible picnic 
tables and play equipment for universal access.  
  

 
Pierson Township should immediately begin to develop new and creative ways to raise funds for park              
development and improvements.  Events, service projects, developer contributions, sponsorships and local 
fundraising are ways this can be achieved.  
 

 
Pierson Township is committed to working with the Friends of the White Pine Trail with the objective of 
paving the Pierson portion of the White Pine Trail.  The development of pathway connections is a high                 
priority based on survey results.  
 

 
Pierson Township is committed to working relationships  with residents, community leaders and other             
government organizations.  Coordinating with other surrounding townships will assist in amenities that will 
benefit all users without over duplication of facility uses.  
 
The Pierson Township Community & 
Economic Growth Committee (CE&G) 
and Parks and Recreation Committees          
will continue to partner together and 
use the community activities as                
fundraising opportunities for Parks 
and Recreation.  

Photos submitted by: Sara Burkholder 

Little Free Library at the                   

Pierson Township Hall  

In partnership with Tri County Schools the                    

CE&G Committee hosted a Giving Tree for area kids. 

A food drive  was held during the          

Fall Festival for a local food pantry. 
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The 2021-2025 Pierson Township Recreation Plan was created by our Parks and Recreation Committee with  
the desires of the Township Board and the community. It is the first attempt at Grant Applications, which the 
goal is to submit appropriate grant applications for Park Facilities and Trails that are consistent with the plan.  
Pierson Township has funds to be considered in the grant process, and the commitment of the Township Board 
to support the desires and needs of the community.  
  
The Pierson Township Parks and Recreation Committee and Community & Economic Growth Committees have 
been resourceful in utilizing available township land to create opportunities for community growth and drawn 
in the support of recreation and programing. The Community Garden and Farmer’s Market have confirmed the 
desire and commitment of the Township and the residents to support the dream of recreation facilities.  
  
The Recreation Plan is a huge step to realization of the vision to creating recreation opportunities.  Curing safety 
issues by the desire for adequate parking for all future and existing developments.  Resolving deficiencies by  
developing a playground and picnic area adjoining the Pierson Ball Diamond at Amy School & Pierson Roads.  
Commitment to working  with the Friends of the White Pine Trails for paving existing trails and connection and 
purchase of land for other trails throughout the Township. Pledge to continuing communications for recreation 
needs between schools and the community. Goal to work with Lake Associations to preserve wetland areas and 
develop nature trails and ultimately acquire acquisition of land for recreation use to develop a neighborhood 
park within the next five years.   
 
It is understood that this time period will not be sufficient to accomplish all the goals and objectives, but will 
begin to prioritize those that may be achievable or workable for the initial five years. 

Photo submitted by: Lisa Brandow 

Summary 
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Little Whitefish Lake photo submitted by Lisa Brandow 

The efforts of the following are acknowledged and greatly appreciated. 

 

The Pierson Township Recreational plan was created with the                     

contributions of community leaders, the Parks & Recreation Committee, 

the Pierson Township Board, and interested citizens representing                    

a variety of recreation-related issues.  Additional  thanks to our                   

community photographers for sharing many Pierson photos.  
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 Appendix 

 

 MDNR Plan Certification Checklist 

 Public Input Survey Copies 

 June 2018 Survey & Results 

 Fall 2020 Survey & Results  

 30 Day Notice for Comment Period  

 Public Hearing Notice  

 Transmittal letter to Regional Planning Department 

 Transmittal letter to County Planning Department 

 Minutes of the Parks and Recreation Committee from December 3, 2020 

 Minutes of the Township Board from January 12, 2021 

 Resolution 2021-01 Township Board Adopts 2021-2025 Parks & Recreation Plan 

Little Whitefish Lake cover photo submitted by Lisa Brandow 





































This meeting will be recorded 

 

  PIERSON TOWNSHIP  
Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

21156 W. Cannonsville Rd, Pierson, MI 49339 

December 3, 2020 (Zoom) 

5:30 pm 
 

Revised MDHHS Emergency Order Under MCL 333.2253 – “Gathering Prohibition and Face Covering Order,” effective Oct. 9, 2020 states due to the COVID-19 
they are ordering limits on attendance at non-residential venues. Indoor gatherings of more than 10 and up to 500 people occurring at a non-residential venue 
are permitted only to the extent that the organizers and venue without fixed seating to limit attendance to 20 persons per 1,000 square feet in each occupied 
room and require that each person at the gathering wear a face covering.  Outdoor gatherings of more than 100 and up to 1,000 persons occurring at a non-
residential venue without fixed stating to limit attendance to 30 persons per 1,000 square feet including within any distinct area within the event space, and 
require that each person at the gathering wear a face covering. “Gathering” means any occurrence where two or more persons from more than one household 
are present in a shared space. Except for incidental gatherings in a shared space, all gatherings must include 6 feet of social distance between households.  

 
I. Meeting Call to Order: 5:30 pm 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Roll Call Present: Lecceadone, Burkholder, Boman, Moore, Knottnerus, Schroeder (social 

distancing) 
 

II. Approval of Meeting Agenda  
Motion: Schroeder  2nd: Moore  Aye: All Nay: None 

 

III. Approval of October 15, 2020 Meeting Minutes. 
  Motion: Boman  2nd: Knottnerus Aye: All Nay: None 

 

IV. Public Comments 
 

V. Recommend for Township Board Approval:  
1. 2021 Meeting Schedule: Second Thursday, starting in April until September at 4:30 pm (new time): 

April 8, May 13, June 10, July 8, August 12, Sept. 9 * additional meetings may be added. 
   Motion: Boman  2nd: Schroeder Aye: All Nay: None   

 

VI. Public Comments  
 

VII. New business (schedule see above). 
 

VIII. Open Items:  
1. Parking lot on Republic land. [Across from the Village of Pierson ballfields on Amy School Rd]: was to be 

done in 2020 yet. No update. 
 

2. Recreation Plan - REVIEW 
a. DNR Grant Guide 
b. Hamburg Twp/Solon Twp Guidance 
c. Roles:  

i. Proofing: Lecceadone 
ii. Finish typing: Burkholder 

iii. Need new cover photo! 
iv. Summary Review: (all) 

d. Schedule:  
i. Post Recreation plan Guide by: December 14 (Goal: Dec 10), 2020 

ii. Public Hearing with the Township Board: January 14, 2021 
iii. Back up - Township Board Meeting January 19, 2021 
iv. Submit to DNR by: February 1, 2021.  

IX. Public Comments 
 

X. Public Hearing with Township Board: January 14, 2021 
 

XI. Next Parks & Recreation Meeting: April 8, 2021 
 

XII. Adjournment: 7:08 pm 
  Motion: Knottnerus  2nd: Boman  Aye: All Nay: None 
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